The complete molecule of the title compound, C 17 H 16 O 4 , is generated by crystallographic twofold symmetry, with the central C atom lying on the rotation axis and a dihedral angle between the benzene rings of 81.9 (2) . In the crystal, molecules are linked by O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonding between carboxyl groups, forming one-dimensional supramolecular chains. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2001 ); cell refinement: SAINTPlus (Bruker, 2003) ; data reduction: SAINT-Plus; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 1997) ; software used to prepare material for publication: WinGX (Farrugia, 1999) .
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In the past decades the design and synthesis of metal-organic frameworks have received extensive attention in the field of supra-molecular chemistry and crystal engineering (Bradshaw et al., 2005; Eddaoudi et al., 2001; Heo et al., 2007; Kesanli et al., 2003) . As part of our investigation on the metal-organic frameworks (Dai et al., 2005; Li et al., 2007; Ma et al., 2006) , we report here the crystal structure of the title compound.
In the crystal structure, the title molecule has site symmetry 2, the C1 atom is located on a twofold rotation axis. The two symmetry-related benzene rings are twisted with respect to each other with a dihedral angle of 81.9 (2)° (Fig. 1) . The carboxylic acid groups of neighboring molecules form strong intermolecular O-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 1) , linking the molecules into the one-dimensional supra-molecular chains (Fig. 2 ).
Experimental 4,4'-(Propane-1,3-diyl)dibenzoic acid was synthesized according to literature methods (Cram & Steinberg, 1951) , and other reagents were commercially obtained without further purification. In a typical synthesis procedure for the title compound, the reactants Zn(NO 3 ) 2 .6H 2 O (0.149 g, 0.5 mmol), 4,4'-(propane-1,3-diyl)dibenzoic acid (0.142 g, 0.5 mmol), HCl (38%, 0.30 ml) and triethylamine (0.35 ml) were mixed in water (5 ml). The mixture was placed in a 15 ml Teflon-lined stainless steel autoclave with a filling capacity of 37.7% and heated under autogenous pressure for 5 d at 453 K. After slow cooling to room temperature, the block-shaped colourless crystals suitable for X-ray diffraction were obtained. Primary atom site location: structure-invariant direct methods Extinction correction: none Symmetry codes: (ii) −x+3/2, −y−1/2, −z+1.
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